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Etymologically, a pronoun is a word that “stands in for”
(pro) another noun. We can think of them as nominal

forms that have a reference but no sense: they refer to
something, but the word itself will not tell you what that

something is.
We saw him.

She didn't see anyone.

Everyone was there. "3@5 il

sanskrit aft uchicago




We'll talk about four kinds of pronouns right now:

st demonstrative
(e.q., this, that)

s Interrogative
(e.g., who?, what? which?)

3% indefinite
(e.g., someone, something)

st relative
(e.g., that, which, whom)
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In Sanskrit, these forms make up a single system, so
we can introduce them all at once.

This system will also unlock a huge domain of Sanskrit
syntax, since you will now be able to understand
interrogative sentence and relative clauses.

e
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=~ DEMONSTRATIVES

The basic demonstrative in Sanskrit is tad.

NoTE: | will cite these forms as the Indian grammatical tradition
does, which is the neuter singular nominative/accusative. The full
declension will be given later.
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The basic demonstrative in Sanskrit is tad.

NoTE: | will cite these forms as the Indian grammatical tradition
does, which is the neuter singular nominative/accusative. The full
declension will be given later.

This can be used both on its own (as a pronoun):
tat - pasyami — “l see that.”
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The basic demonstrative in Sanskrit is tad.

NoTE: | will cite these forms as the Indian grammatical tradition
does, which is the neuter singular nominative/accusative. The full
declension will be given later.

This can be used both on its own (as a pronoun):
tat - pasyami — “l see that.”

As well as to qualify another noun
(as a determiner/adjective):

tat - pustakam - pasyami = “l see that book.”

e
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The pronoun tadis generally used to refer to something
that the listener is expected to be able to identify.

It is often used as a “third person pronoun,” contrasting
with the first (asmad) and second (yusmad) persons.

In terms of its deixis, or manner of reference, it is
non-proximate and non-distal, so it contrasts with
adah (“that over there”) and even more strongly

with idam (“this over here”). "3@5"
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prathama (1%)

ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
sah (m.), tat (

inati tanl
nominative z
ithE @) tau (m.), té (n.)
vitiya . - z .
accusative tam (m), tat (n) tan (m), tani (n)
trtiya (3) 4 ;.
instrumental tena taih
caturr () tasmai tabhyam ,
Tcami (5" tebhyah
paricami L o5
ablative tasmat
‘.Sa‘.g.th’_(Gth) A Z
genitive tasya tayoh tesam
saptamri (7™) £ : p
locative tasmin tesu
,_,“\» Declension of tad “that” in masculine and neuter

TER=d]
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prathama (1%
nominative
dvitiya (2"
accusative

ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
sa , ,
, té tah
tam

trtiya (3°) - 2oL
instrumental taya tabhih

caturthr (4")

dative tasyai tabhyam

tabhyah
paricami (5") yal
ablative

sasthi (6")
genitive

tasyah ,
tasam
saptami (7")

locative tasyam tasu

Declension of tad “that” in feminine

TER=d]
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This is like the paradigm of stems in a and 4, but with a
few important differences:
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prathama (1%)

ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
sah (m.), tat (

inati tanl
nominative z
dvitiya (2) , , tau (m.), te (n.) | .
accusative tam (m), tat (n) tan (m), tani (n)
trtiya (3) 4 ;.
instrumental tena taih
caturth (4%) tasmai tabhyam
v z
paficami (5™) - tebhyah
ablative tasmat
‘.Sa‘.g.th’_(Gth) A Z
genitive tasya tayoh tesam
saptamri (7™) £ : p
locative tasmin tesu
\l\‘ =, “ s¢  the nominative singular has a different stem (sa- m., tat- n

sa-f.)

TER=d]
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
prathama (1% si

nominative

7

V4

—— te tah
advitiya (2"

accusative tam

trtfya (3") L=
instrumental taya

T(nth . Z =
caturthi (4%) tasyai tabhyam

tabhyah
paricami (5") yal
ablative

tasyah
sasthi (6") Vel
genitive

saptami (7") A
locative tasyam

tabhih

tasam
tayoh

tasu

' \. ﬁ s¢ the nominative singular has a different stem (sa- m., tat- n.
Al sa-1.)
Y 5

TER=d]
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
sah (m.), tat (

prathama (1%

rra, tanl
Lo oA LA 4 nominative z

e ... tau (m.), t& (n.)

T vitiya . ; z z .

SO Sccusative tam (m.), tat (n.) tan (m.), tani (n.)

= trtiya (3°) z x

07 =) instrumental tena taih

.':- &S 7 (4t , . Z =

EN caturthi (47) tasmai tabhyam ,

\ e E— tébhyah
Y ] 7 =

e ablative tasmat

=\ T-‘ H - th , Z -
ST § 53*;’2%66) tasya tesam

:-.{,,-._-,_. ‘ (7t téyéh ,
T Saﬁtgggi’v(e ) tAsmin tesu

: .‘w ’ l::' . . . . - .

S\t s¢  the masculine nominative plural has an ending &, which also

,.;*"\wr appears before the dat./abl. and gen. plural endings

TER=d]
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
sah (m.), tat (

prathama (1%)

A nominative AL ( ) té ( ) tanl

X .~ = /And , , z Z .

TN EESE tam (m.), tat (n.) tan (m.), tani (n.)

H= trtiya (3°) . ..

87, instrumental tena taih

N Catgg’;’?\’;é“th) tasmai tabhyam ,

\ T _ tébhyah

S S ablative tasmat

S i sasthi (6") . .

genitive tasya tayoh tesam

s saptami (7" P : -

Bty locative tasmin tésu

: «w A |

}j-,\—_; £ s¢  the augment -sm- in the dat.-abl.-loc. of the masc./neut., and -

)3 sy- in the dat.-abl./gen.-loc. of the fem. “ "

GO e
Al n
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éka.vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
sa

te tah

prathama (1%
nominative
dvitiya (2"
accusative

trttya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4")
dative

tam
taya tébhih

tasyai tabhyam ,
tabhyah

paricami (5")
ablative

i (6") tasyah
sasini zZ
" genitive o tasam

— tayoh ,
saptami (77) tasyam tasu

locative

s¢  the augment -sm- in the dat.-abl.-loc. of the masc./neut., and -

sy- in the dat.-abl./gen.-loc. of the fem.
2aksENl
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prathama (1%)

ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
sah (m.), tat (

nominative tu (m.), 16 (n) ), tani (
dVItI_ya_ (2nd) 4 z Z z .
accusative tam (m), tat (n) tan (m), tani (n)
trtiya (3") = .
instrumental tena taih
caturth (4%) tasmai tabhyam
ative p
paficami (5™) tebhyah
ablative tasmat
T th ;
S enitive tasya tésam
genitive téyf)h -
T th . . .
saptamr (7™) tasmin tEsu

locative

s%4 the masculine/neuter locative singular is -smin

TER=d]
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prathama (1%

ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
sah (m.), tat (

iia tanl
W AN LA nominative z
O avitiya (2") : 2 tau (m.), té (n.) S 2N
Sccusative tam (m.), tat (n.) tan (m.), tani (n.)
b= trtiya (3°) : 1
Vsl instrumental tena taih
¥4 & S 7 (4t , . Z =

R Catg;’;’?\’lé“ ) tasmai tabhyam )

NEF tebhyah
o S paficami (5") tAsmat ye
v B ablative

XL T" - th , zZ
T $g$é'l:7ilti$/6e) tasya tésam
b TR tayoh

il i saptami (7™) tAsmin Yol tésu

& ay locative '

\ \ ‘1;

s¢  the use of -s-rather than -n- in the genitive plural

TER=d]
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prathama (1%
nominative
dvitiya (2"
accusative

trtfya (3")
instrumental

caturthi (4")
dative

paricamr (5™)
ablative

sasthi (6")
genitive

saptamr (7™)
locative

éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
sa

7 V4

) te tah
tam
taya tabhih
tasyai tabhyam ,
tabhyah
tasyah )
tasam
tayoh ,
tasyam tasu

s¢  the use of -s-rather than -n- in the genitive plural

TER=d]
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On the model of tat, you can form another demonstrative
simply by prefixing e to the forms of tat. This é element
adds proximal deixis (“this” rather than “that”).

ésah  this (m.)
etat this (n.)

ésa this (f.)

Irakssl)
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The use of fat and état is straightforward, because the
English words that (etymologically related to tat) and this
are used in almost exactly the same way. They can also
be used in the sense of “he,” “she,” or “it.”

Note the use of t4d éva “that very one” to mean “the same.”
api - sah - ramah “Is that Rama?”
sah - eva “The very same.”

e
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Relative clauses are clausal modifiers of something in
a sentence.

The monk boarded the ship.

Irakssl)
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23 RELATIVES

Relative clauses are clausal modifiers of something in
a sentence.

The old monk boarded the ship.
|

[adjectival modifier]

Irakssl)
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Relative clauses are clausal modifiers of something in
a sentence.

The monk, having just arrived at the port,
boarded the ship. I

[participial modifier]
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Relative clauses are clausal modifiers of something in
a sentence.

The monk who stole the manuscript
boarded the ship. |

[relative clause!]

Irakssl)
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RELATIVES

Relative constructions involve:
s¢ arelative pronoun in the relative clause

s¢ an antecedent in the main (matrix) clause to which
the relative pronoun refers

[antecedent] /\ [relative pronoun]

The monk who stole the manuscript
boarded the ship.

Irakssl)
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<> RELATIVES
A=l

In Sanskrit, these constructions are often called
“relative-correlative” constructions, because the word
referred to by the relative clause is almost always
expressed with a “correlative” demonstrative form
(usually tat):

[relative]
— yéna - bhiksuna - pustakam - hrtam -

sah - navam - arudhah -

[correlative] "g@i “
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Note that while the relative and correlative forms will
typically have the same number and gender (because
they refer to the same thing), their case will depend on
the role that each word plays within its respective

clause.
[relative]

— yéna - bhiksuna - pustakam - hrtam -
sah - navam - arudhah -

[correlative] "g@i “
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23 RELATIVES

The declension of relative pronouns is exactly the
same as for tat, except that the forms begin with y-
instead of t-.

Irakssl)
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Interrogatives are question words. In Sanskrit they are
formed from a base in k-, conventionally called kim
(once again, the same as the neuter
nominative/accusative singular).

Irakssl)
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The declension is exactly the same as for tat, except
that the forms begin with k- instead of t-, and:

st the neuter nominative/accusative singular is kim.

Kim - icchasi - “What do you want?”
sah - kah - “Who is he?”
kasya - sa - putri “Whose daughter is she?”

Irakssl)
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An indefinite pronoun conveys that its referent cannot
be further specified (or the speaker is not in a position
to further specify it). English examples include some
and any.

Irakssl)
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Sanskrit forms indefinite pronouns by adding the
particles cit, api, or cana onto the interrogative forms:

Kincit /Kimcit

Kim api something, anything
Kincana / kimcana

kascit ~ kacit someone, anyone (m.)
KO "pi ~ kapi ~

kascana / kacana someone, anyone (f.)

Irakssl)
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These indefinite forms are often used as negative
polarity terms (like English “at all”):

na Kincit nothing

na kascit no-one

Irakssl)
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The demonstrative, relative, and interrogative functions
are found across a wide range of forms, including
adjectives:

tadrsah / tadrk a person of such a kind
yadrsah / yadrk which kind of person...
kidréah / kidrk what kind of person?

Irakssl)
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2\ OTHER K-T-Y FORMS

The demonstrative, relative, and interrogative functions
are found across a wide range of forms, including
adjectives:

tavat so much
yavat as much
kiyat how much?

Irakssl)
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And indeclinable adverbs:

tatra there
yatra where
kutra? where?

Irakssl)
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And indeclinable adverbs:

tada then
yada when
kada when?

Irakssl)
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And indeclinable adverbs:

tatha in such a way
yatha iIn which way
katham in which way? how?

Irakssl)
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The forms we’ve just covered (tat, état, yat, kim) are
called sarvanama in traditional Sanskrit grammar. This
category (often called “pronouns”) includes about two
dozen nominal stems. Those that end in a are declined
like the k-y-t series, for instance:

e
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sarva-  all, every sarvé masc.nom.pl.

anya- other anyat neut.nom./acc.sg.
itara- other, else itarasmai masc./neut.dat.sg.
eka- one, some  ékasmin  masc./neut.loc.sg.

Only anyat takes tin the neuter nom./acc. sg. The
others take the regular ending m.

Irakssl)
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