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DEVERBAL VERBS

A deverbal verb is a verb that is formed from
another verb.

In Sanskrit, this usually means adding a suffix
(and/or prefix) to an existing verbal root.
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The desiderative refers to a class of related forms
that refer to the fact that the agent desires to do
the action expressed by the verbal root.

N\ O\

# [ — h{l she does
# [ M, fhEfd she desires to do
- FHJHTDI<
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As usual, root
always) take t
the suffix. In t

Desiderative verbs are formed by reduplication and
the addition of the present stem forming suffix -sa-.

s ending in a consonant often (but not
ne augment -/i- between the root and
nese cases and in no others the root

will usually take the gunah/full grade form.
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The s of the suffix is going to be retroflexed into s
when it is preceded by one of the RUKI triggers
(including the augment /).

Note that internal sandhi will take place between a
root-final consonant and the suffix -sa-if no i
Intervenes!
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The reduplication is very similar to that of third-
class verbs in the present system, except that an a
or ain the root reduplicates with 7.

#* g — w|a||(<\-| she abandons

[+ 9]

S g — [STeTdld  she wants to

o ~_ abandon
~ Rl H=I
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This is also the case for most roots with rand r~ and
(of course) iand 1.

[+ 9] cN O e

# P s THM[d wantsto do

[a) [+ 9] (@

& Fd — ECINIS| wants to lead

(NI WK GaN

K \/ﬁ[ ﬂ [SIMYId  wants to conquer
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But roots with rand r~ reduplicate with the vowelif
their first consonant is labial:

* g = I wants to die

[+9H] co .
# V7§ —— YA wants tofil
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[+ 9] [N N\

# & —— T[SeM[ld wants to abandon

[+ 9] (N

Vi —— I wants to become

K
[+%] (N o,  wants to know
wants to
K

e s TOUeEid ecie WERSEN
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But a final / or uis lengthened:

» & . FNE wants to pile

X \/ﬁ[ ﬂ (\IEIJnlllilr\lt-[ wants {o conquer
X \[g ﬂ ﬂ’}l“'a wants to listen

(~ “obeys”

rafEEl
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As these examples indicate, a palatal consonant at
the beginning of a root will sometimes appear as a
velar consonant in the desiderative form:

X \/ﬁ{ ﬂ %W(\FEI!IT\'[ wants to pile

[+9] N O O\

X —— [SI¥Id  wants to conquer
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This applies likewise to the h at the beginning of han
(see also forms like ghnanti, -ghna-, etc.). This root
also lengthens the root vowel, as does man (which
also has a long syllable in the reduplicant!).

& V&1 . SEEld wants to kil
& VA1 . dHEd wants to think
IIaksEll
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Roots with rand r~ turn this vowel into the sequence
ir (or, if preceded by a labial, ur):

[+ 9] cN O e

# P s THM[d wantsto do

P [+ &) = :
\/11 T, W wants to die
[+ 9] ceN

# V9 —— JOd  wantstofil
[ELEd]
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Samprasaranam occurs in the case of svap and
grah:

& VEY T, {iﬁb{-ll(a wants to sleep

[+ 9] (N

& VI§ . S wants to grasp
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[+9]
—_—

[+9]
—_—

[+ 9]
—

[+9]
—_—

Remember that sandhi will occur in cases where the
final consonant of the root isn't followed by 1.

fT~cg[qd  wants to bind

o\ C.

IEIELS |(<\-| wants to enter

~
GO wants to ascend
T%la&:ﬁ'[ wants to say,

intends 2GSRI
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The augment -i- is used less frequently in the
desiderative than in other stems. Generally the |
triggers gunah of the root:

[+9] (N (@ N\
& T — . T[e&¥¥d wants to respect
[+ 9] [anN o haN .
& — » H{&THEYd  wants to smile

[+ 9] “\

K \/gz{ —_— 3®||(§IG|'|(T\-[ wants to awaken
(L=
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But there are a few verbs where it doesn’t:

[+ 9] oo

X \/‘b_{ —» S%lay[d wants to weep
[+ 9] (NN oI e

X —+ T[A[EEYd  Wwants to know
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And a few verbs where the gunah strengthening with
Iis optional:
[+ 9] (N

K \Frg?[ —_— ]agl%l'ﬁlﬁ[ wants to shine

| AN N [ @
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And a few verbs where the augment itself is optional:

[+ 9] | NN G e
& —  » Tea[dY[d wants to gamble
(N (@GN

[+ 9]

# V399 — faafaufg  wants to exist

(@GN

EERSL
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Finally, we come to a group of desiderative forms
which make their stem irregularly (probably through
a kind of contraction):

& QT -, I(\GQCHI(Q\'I wants to give

[+ 9] [\ o t t |
* W —— Hdld wants to place
# g . ST wants to obtain
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wants to be able,
~ practices

wants to obtain

wants to begin

wants to ...
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=2 CONJUGATION 1.3.62

The desiderative stem then acts like a present stem
of the sixth (tudadih) class, and the usual thematic
endings are added. Generally the endings of the
desiderative follow the padam (parasmaipadam or
atmanépadam) of the simple verb.
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In addition to desiderative verbs, there are a few
common nominal forms that are based on a similar
stem and similarly convey a desiderative meaning. If
we think of the desiderative “root” as ending in s,
then a primary action noun is formed just by adding
a long a. These nouns are inflected like kanya.
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the desire to drink, thirst

the desire to eat, hunger

the desire to listen, obedience

the desire to keep away,
disgust
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Similarly, by adding the suffix u, we get an agent
noun or adjective that is inflected like guruh.
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# G — I’cY:  wanting to give, liberal
O\

# VEI[ — TQE§]: wantingto see

K \/3[[ — |(§|;||@: wanting to learn

[l d]
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