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=>1COMPOUNDS REVIEW
N So far we have learned the following types of
compounds:
« dvandvah “coordinative compounds,” including:
« samahara-dvandvah “collective compounds”
- itaretara-dvandvah “countable compounds”
o tatpurusah “modifier compounds,” including:
o vibhakti-tatpurusah “case-modifier compounds”
« karmadharayah “coreferential compounds”
« Upapada-tatpurusah “governing compounds”
. bahuvrihih “exocentric compounds” IIaksE
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i=>2HEAD AND DEPENDENT
N In the bahuvrihih and tatpurusah types, the first word
(purvapadam) is always taken to be a qualifier or

modifier of the second word (uttarapadam), regardless
of whether the first word is a noun or adjective.

This is a general rule of compound formation: the
second word is the primary element or head
(pradhanam), and the first word is the subordinate
element (upasarjanam) or dependent.
2kssll
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relationship: the first word is the head, and the
second word is the dependent.
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2 HEAD AND DEPENDENT
Neny They are called avyayibhavah (lit. “becoming an
iIndeclinable”) because the second word, in forming a

compound with an indeclinable first word, itself comes
to be indeclinable. They are used as adverbs.

Many such words, however, can also appear as declinable
adjectives, in which case they are typically analyzed as
pradibahuvrihis. Whitney considered the adverbial usage
(avyayibhavah) to be a specialized usage of the adjective
(pradibahuvrihih). We'll ignore the adjective forms for now.
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= IN DECLINABLE HEADS

Ne ¢ In all cases the first word is an indeclinable form. In
most cases it is a word in the pradi group, i.e., a list of
words we have elsewhere encountered as verbal

prefixes (upasargah) and adpositions
(karmapravacaniyah).
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) INDECLINABLE HEADS

Here is the list to refresh your memory (from Whitney):

ufq &ti across, beyond, past, over, to ezcess;

"ftl 4dhi above, over, on, on to;

8 dnu after, along, toward,

HA{ antdr detween, among, within;

Hq dpe away, forth, of;

" dpi unto, close upon or on;

=Y abhi 20, unto, against (often with implied violence);
B dva down, off;

=1 & to, unto, at;

3¢ ud up, up forth or out;

39 dpa o, unto, toward,

A ni down; in, into;

ﬁTLnl'.l out, forth;

qyl pérd lo a distance, away, forth;

IIF{ péri round about, around,

9 pré forward, onward, forth, fore,

oufd préti sn reversed direction, back fo or against,

i ’g“:’;;apaﬂ, asunder, away, out, ' ' a@ ll

8" edm along, with, together. sanskrit at uchicago




Some other indeclinable or bound forms that can occur
as the first member of a compound include:
« Sa- “together with, simultaneously with” (Lat. sem-el)
 yatha- “in accordance with”
« yavat- “as long as”
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=1 INDECLINABLE HEADS
Ne In some cases, the entire compound can be taken as a
univerbation (turning into a single word) of an

adpositional phrase. In other words, the compound
stands in for an adposition governing a noun:

sl = AT dA&IUl:

[indeclinable [& + ablative]
compound]

“starting with Brahman”
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=1 INDECLINABLE HEADS
el Insome cases, the entire compound can be taken as a
univerbation (turning into a single word) of an

adpositional phrase. In other words, the compound
stands in for an adposition governing a noun:

ATS~H = A S[~HA:

[indeclinable [& + ablative]
compound]
“since birth”
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{*>) INDECLINABLE HEADS

In other cases, however, the specific combination of
adposition and noun suggested by the compound is not
used in Sanskrit, and hence we have to come up with
other paraphrases that convey the sense of the
combination.

Such compounds are called asvapadavigraha-samasah, i.e., a
compound (samasa-) that has no analytic paraphrase (vigraha-)
that uses its own words (sva-pada-).
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Since it is going to be difficult, at this stage, to know
which avyayibhavah compounds can be analyzed “in
their own words,” and which ones cannot be, the most
important thing is to be able to recognize the
indeclinable element at the beginning of the compound
and understand the sense that it contributes to the
compound.
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[indeclinable
compound]

HIST«H =
“since (4) birth”

o\ O

HE =

“about women”

[paraphrase]

2 SHA:

. O

AT 1Y

[Panini’s classification
of the meaning
according to 2.1.6]

case relation (vibhaktih)

case relation (vibhaktih)
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[indeclinable [paraphrase]
compound]

YAl = & HHY

“near (upa) the river”

ST = Haed qHY

“near (upa) the base”

[Panini’s classification
of the meaning
according to 2.1.6]

proximity (samipah)

proximity (samipah)

[E=A]]

sanskrit at uchicago



{2 EXAMPLES
i ) [indeclinable [paraphrase] [Panini’s classification

compound] of the meaning
according to 2.1.6]

o_Con o~ -
[HHIERH = H[FRTAT HHIH absence (abhavah)

“without (nir) flies’

O ¢

(N haN
= | 5 HeY oYY passage (atyayah)
“when winter is gone (nir)”
3]3_{?41:‘[ — I?‘:]"J-_E[: 'q&]'l?[\ succession (pascad)
“after the chariots” llﬂ@'i "
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[indeclinable
compound]

&I =

IISIRY =

“in order of seniority”

[paraphrase]

&0 AT

“conformably, suitably”

N ~
w

[Panini’s classification
of the meaning
according to 2.1.6]

suitability (yogyata)

sequence (anupurvi)
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[indeclinable [paraphrase]
compound]

(N N o

|
g1g
aP
g1g

“every day”

C

Uggq =

“for every object”

&
©4
N
©4

[Panini’s classification
of the meaning
according to 2.1.6]

distribution (vipsa)

distribution (vipsa)
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[indeclinable
compound]

OBIR?

JTHI

AT TH

[paraphrase]

= IHAAAH

“in accordance with one’s powers”

= HJHAdH

“in accordance with one’s intelligence”

= JTASIaH

“as long as one lives”

[Panini’s classification
of the meaning
according to 2.1.6]

accordance (yatharthah)

accordance (yatharthah)

case-relation (vibhaktih)
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[indeclinable [paraphrase]
compound]

-
g9 = TohUl 93

“with the discus”

e = e 98

“with respect, respectfully”

[Panini’s classification
of the meaning
according to 2.1.6]

concomitance (yaugapadyam)

concomitance (yaugapadyam)
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The avyayibhavah compounds exhibit the form of a

neuter singular accusative.

« For stems ending in -a-, they will therefore end in -am (like
phalam).

For stems ending in -an-, they will end in -a (like nama).

For stems ending in -i-, they will end in -i (like vari).

For stems ending in -u-, they will end in -u (like madhu).

Other stems are shortened (adhi + stri = adhistri, tisthat + gé =
tisthadgu).
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2 EXAMPLE (From Bana’s Harsacaritam)

AATHS TG : Hdl: GCh: |

| underwent my rituals, such as initiation,
at the appropriate time (yathakalam).

AT T ZATATOT |

| studied systematic texts (sastrani)
as much as | could (yathasakti)
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