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NAME: Gaba (Prakrit)
Gatha (Sanskrit)
Arya (Sanskrit)
STRUCTURE:
1. One line of 30 moras, organized into 7 and a half groups.
2. Another line of 27 moras, also organized into

7 and a half groups (one of the groups being
smaller than the others).
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It is the most common meter in Prakrit
literature and the archetype of a number of

closely-related meters, like the khandaam

(skandbakam).

It is also quite common in Sanskrit literature,
although it appears to have been “borrowed”

from Prakrit.
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Since its basic unit of counting is the mora or
matrd, it belongs to the larger category of
matrika meters, which are generally called

jatib.

This is in contrast to syllable-counting
(varnika) meters, which are generally called

vyttam, and which predominate in Sanskrit.
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Gaba: Sattasai 249

ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa

ajja nimiliacchi paaparivadim ghare kunai
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Grouprs (ganah)
The most important level of structure for the gaha,

which is why it and related meters are referred to as

anacchandab (“eroup-counting meters’).
gar p \ group g
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Grouprs (ganah)
Any group of syllables that adds up to four moras

(matras) in total.
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Grouprs (ganah)
Any group of syllables that adds up to four moras

(matras) in total.
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Grouprs (ganah)
Any group of syllables that adds up to four moras

(matras) in total.
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Grouprs (ganah)
Any group of syllables that adds up to four moras

(matras) in total.
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Grouprs (ganah)
Any group of syllables that adds up to four moras

(matras) in total.
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Grouprs (ganah)
Any group of syllables that adds up to four moras

(matras) in total.
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Grouprs (ganah)
Any group of syllables that adds up to four moras

(matras) in total.
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Grouprs (ganah)
Any group of syllables that adds up to four moras

(mdtras) in total. b names
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Grouprs (ganah)
Groups can be classified as syncopated or unsyncopated

depending on the location of the stress.

UNSYNCOPATED [u LL”LL M]
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Grouprs (ganah)
Groups can be classified as syncopated or unsyncopated

depending on the location of the stress.

UNSYNCOPATED [u LL”LL M]
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Grouprs (ganah)
Groups can be classified as syncopated or unsyncopated

depending on the location of the stress.

SYNCOPATED L [p. y,] L
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Grouprs (ganah)
Groups can be classified as syncopated or unsyncopated

depending on the location of the stress.
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A A e~
&

Ny Gaha iy
> (o)

Grouprs (ganah)
Four light syllables can be parsed either way, and hence

the location of a word boundary (yatih) is important.

R
UNSYNCOPATED [u U] U y,]
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GrouPs (gandbh)
Four light syllables can be parsed either way, and hence

the location of a word boundary (yatih) is important.

RN
UNSYNCOPATED [Uv M”M V"]

BRI
SYNCOPATED L [y, p_] L
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GrouPs (gandbh)
UNSYNCOPATED SYNCOPATED

caranab  § l l IS l narendrah
karab  [|S LI viprab
karnab  S§

viprab |11
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The basic principle of the gaha tamily ot
meters is an alternation between

unsyncopated and syncopated groups of

syllables.

(But this is not totally obvious from the rules.)
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The last “half group” is always a single
syllable, because any syllable at the end of
the line is counted as heavy, and therefore

as two moras (half of a four-mora group).

(This is a metrical phenomenon called catalexis.)



~ f\/ ~ f\/

A Gaha Ny

r(-n

Heavy syllables never straddle the boundary

between groups.
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ajja maé garitavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa

ajja nimiliacch? paaparivadim ghare kunai

“I have to make it to him tonight
however thick the darkness may be.”
With her eyes closed

the girl plans her steps caretully

at home.
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa



(‘" PC X

iy Lxample iy

r(--w

2

—~—
S S

ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa



Vi tassa subaassa

are

hanarindha

ajja mae gamravvam g
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa



CY )

i Exzzmplc’

q

=5

CY )

7 () N
NN =

W)

=57

7+3
—

l

ajja maé garintavvam ghanamdbaaré vi tassa subaassa
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Vi tassa subaassa

are

hanarindha

ajja mae gamravvam g
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ajja nimiliacchi paaparivadim ghare kunai
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